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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Association of the Mediterranean Regulators for Electricity and Gas

Mediterranean Energy Regulators appoint new Board

Mellieħa, 28 May 2010 

The Association of Mediterranean Regulators for Electricity and Gas (MEDREG) has elected a new President and a new Board for the period 2010-2012, at its 9th General Assembly, hosted in Mellieħa by the Maltese regulator (MRA – Malta Resources Authority). 
The new President is Mr. Nadjib Otmane, Chairman of the Algerian Regulatory Commission on Electricity and Gas. He replaces Mr. Alessandro Ortis, Chairman of the Italian Regulator. Representatives stood up to give warm thanks to Mr. Ortis, who during his two mandates has strongly promoted, supported and consolidated the MEDREG Association since its foundation in 2006.

The new board was appointed on the basis of three principles: continuity, rotation and equal representation of EU and NON-EU members. Two new Vice Presidents elected by the Assembly will support the new President: they are the Chairmen of the Spanish and the Italian Regulatory Authorities. 

In the framework of the second Service Contract with the European Commission (MEDREG II), the Association presented the two Experts selected to support the MEDREG Secretariat, based in the Italian regulator’s premises in Milan 

The Maltese Minister for Resources and Rural Affairs Mr. George Pullicino opened the General Assembly, attended by 15 Energy Regulators of the Mediterranean basin, who are current members of MEDREG. Welcoming speeches were made by President Ortis, by the MRA Chairman Mr. Reuben Balzan and the Hon. Jesmond Mugliett, from the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. The European Commission, which is co-financing MEDREG activities, was represented at the Assembly by Mrs. Marie-Christine Jalabert (DG Energy). Two representatives of the Florence School of Regulation were also present.

Of the four Ad Hoc Working Groups, all chairs were confirmed except that of the Gas Group, which will be led by the Turkish regulator. Morocco, which had been chairing the Gas Group, will guide a new task force on infrastructure investments, referring directly to the General Assembly.

The four MEDREG Ad Hoc Groups presented the results of their ongoing activities: 
· The Working Group on Institutional Issues introduced a preliminary assessment on “Customer protection in the electricity and natural gas sectors in the Mediterranean region”.
· The Electricity Group submitted the report, “Heading to an integrated Mediterranean Electricity Market”.
· The Gas Group updated the GA on the ongoing study concerning the status and evolution of the Mediterranean gas market.
· The Group on Environment, Renewable Energy Sources and Energy Efficiency displayed the legislative and regulatory mechanisms used to promote renewable energy generation and energy efficiency in the MEDREG area.

The Assembly was also updated on the ongoing work of the International Confederation of Energy Regulators (ICER), with special reference to the Virtual Working Group on Security of Supplies, chaired by the MEDREG Association. The Assembly welcomed ICER’s latest initiatives (such as the launching of a ICER Distinguished Scholar Awards) and called to push ahead cooperation on climate change issues. An update on the ongoing collaboration with the European Investment Bank (EIB) was made, too. 

A special session was dedicated to the increasing importance of MEDREG external relations. The Florence School of Regulation exhibited the project for a new MEDREG website to facilitate the work among members and to enhance effectiveness of external communication, also with the support of the EU-funded ENPI (European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument) Info Centre. 
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	*MEDREG, created in May 2006, is a non-profit Association. It currently gathers energy regulators from the following countries: Albania, Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Malta, Montenegro, Morocco, Palestinian Authority, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia and Turkey. MEDREG website is: http://medreg.ipi.it/


